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Work upon the new fireworks ordinance for New York city is 
progressing surely, if slowly. At a conference last week be- 
tween Mayor Hewitt, the fire commissioners and representatives 
of the fireworks manufacturers, it was agreed that the limits of the 
district within which alone the wholesaling of these dangerous wares 
might be carried on, should be Broadway, Cortlandt, Church and 
Murray streets. It was also decided that, during the time when 
toy dealers who had obtained permits were carrrying fireworks for 
retailing, they should clear the premises of their stock of toys. 
These provisions will be embodied in the ordinance. Under- 
writers will do well to keep close watch of this proposed ordin- 
ance, both in its inception and consummation. 





Last week we noted the wrecking of the drying room of a car- 
riage goods manufacturing company at Cincinnati by an explo- 
sion of gas in one of the ovens used for drying japan. Strangely 
enough, on Saturday week a second, and this time fatal, accident from 
the same cause was reported from Waterbury, Conn., where the 
japanning oven at the works of J. H. Sessions & Sons exploded 
with terrific force, setting the building on fire. There were at the 
time ten persons in the room, and when the fire was, shortly after, 
extinguished, three dead bodies were taken from the ruins, while 
two other persons were severely injured. The cause of the explo- 
sion is said by the dispatches to be unknown, but, as in the former 
case it is stated to have been due to the overheating of the oven and 
the consequent ignition of the gas arising from the japan, it is rea- 
sonable to suppose that to this cause may be attributed this dis- 
aster as well. At all events, a hitherto comparatively unknown ele- 
ment of danger to life and property in such establishments has 
been clearly shown, and should be guarded against in future. 





WE have had several applications of late for complete sets of 
The Journal of the Institute of Actuaries. We have recently filled 
two of these orders after very great labor and expense in obtaining 
missing numbers, and are led to believe that it will be impossible 
to procure other sets, although we are endeavoring to do so to fill 
orders already filed. The first volume of The Journal is out of 
print entirely, and of one or two subsequent numbers the supply is 
short. It has been suggested to us that we should reprint the first 
volume and the missing numbers. We have made an investigation 
of the matter and find it will cost about $1000 to do so. If there 
are enough persons interested in the matter to warrant us in under- 
taking this publication we shall be glad to do so, and would sug- 
gest that those who would like a complete set of The Journal of 
Actuaries should notify us to that effect. If sufficient orders are 
received to warrant us in reprinting the missing numbers, we will 
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do so at an early day. It is conceded by actuaries and others in- 
terested in life insurance that the work done by the Institute of 
Actuaries in ‘the interests of life insurance is of the very greatest 
importance and value. It seems a little singular that no similar 
organization exists in this country. Is not this a good time for 
our American actuaries to organize an association among them- 
selves similar to those which exist in Europe? With our national 
enterprise and progressive characteristics, we should not have been 
behind the times in this respect for all these years. 





Quick work was made of two incendiaries at Kingston, Ont., 
this week. On Monday night fires were started in a stable, in 
the Third Methodist Church, and in the Salvation Army bar- 
racks, and the last named building was entirely destroyed. Early 
on Tuesday morning two young men, Alexander Newman and 
William Andrews, were arrested and confessed to having set the 
fires out of pure deviltry; and on Wednesday they were sentenced 
by the court, Newman to twenty-one years’ imprisonment, and 
Andrews, who was the elder of the two, to confinement in the peni- 
tentiary for life. The sentences are said to be the most severe 
which the magistrate has ever imposed, but a few more such, pro- 
nounced as promptly and decidedly, would go far toward reducing 
the number of incendiary fires. In Montreal on last Monday there 
were no less than seven fires, one of which burned down twelve 
houses. Of these seven blazes, at least three are considered to 
have been of incendiary origin, and the Mayor has been authoriz d 
to offer a reward of $1000 for the conviction of any of the firebugs. 
If the Montreal police can catch these fellows and procure their con- 
viction, we fancy there will be a sudden let up in the series of mys- 
terious blazes which have lately so worried our Canadian neighbors. 





THE occasion of the opening of the new rooms of the new 
Board of Brokers on Saturday last made the opportunity for 
a genuine love-feast, in which company managers and brokers 
participated. A change has apparently come over the spirit 
of the dreams of many underwriters in regard to the brokers. 
Heretofore they have persistently denied to them the right to 
exist, and have been extremely anxious to exterminate them, 
looking upon them as excrescences fastened upon the business 
of fire underwriting that should be lopped off at all hazards. 
In accordance with this idea, when the compact was formed 
a year or so ago, having for its object the fixing of rates and 
reducing commissions to brokers, the underwriters refused to 
give the brokers a voice upon the subject of commissions or to 
recognize the then existing Board of Brokers. Such snubbing of 
course made the brokers hostile to the compact, and they schemed 
to secure its overthrow, their efforts finally proving successful. 
Now some of those who were then most hostile to the brokers are 
in favor of according them full recognition. They seem to have 
awakened to a realizing sense of the fact that the brokers control 
nine-tenths of the business in this city and, consequently, their good 
opinion is to be highly prized. The brokers having reorganized 
their board upon a firm and substantial foundation, and having 
secured a very handsome suite of rooms at No. 31 Liberty street, 
and fitted it up with every accommodation for the transaction of 
their business, they gave a house-warming on Saturday last, to which 
managers of companies and underwriters generally were invited. 
A very elegant repast was spread, beverages were circulated and a 
promiscuous fraternization indulged in, The underwriters thus had 
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a chance to ascertain that the brokers were a pretty good set of 
fellows, and the brokers learned that managers of companies have 
a human and even a social side to them. Speeches were made by 
managers and brokers, and the mutual admiration society was-in 
full and vigorous eruption for two or three hours. By the end of 
that time they were all sworn friends and brothers, and fully deter- 
mined to sink or swim, live or die together. It is pleasant for 
brethren to thus resolve to live together in peace and harmony, 
and we sincerely hope that the pledges of eternal friendship in- 
dulged in on this occasion will be carried out fully. The friction 
heretofore evolved between these two elements of the underwriting 
business has tended greatly to bring about the demoralization that 
is conceded to exist, and it is a good thing that all this is to be 
removed and the machinery kept well lubricated with reciprocal 
love in the future. The brokers are here and they are here to 
stay; they have become an indispensable factor to the successful 
transaction of the business of fire underwriting. The time has 
passed when their services might have been dispensed with, and it 
is folly for anyone to contend any further for their extermination. 
This being the case, it is a great deal better to take them by the 
hand, and work shoulder to shoulder with them, than to be con- 
stantly opposing them and kicking them behind their backs. There 
ought to be more occasions for fraternization, and it is to be hoped 
that when the underwriters club is in full blast, company managers 
and brokers may come together frequently, with their shins under 
the same mahogany, fully prepared to admit that they are all mor- 
tals and entitled to earn a living in this hard world of ours. The 
Board of Brokers being now fully reorganized and officially recog- 
nized by the company managers and the Tariff Association, it be- 
hooves the brokers to strengthen their organization to the fullest 
extent and to assume control of all the brokerage business, elimin- 
ating from it the bad practices which are conceded to exist to the 
detriment of all concerned. The time is probably not far distant 
when the only brokers recognized by the companies will be those 
who are members of this board. 
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THE determination of the new management to enter the Ameri- 
can Life Insurance Company of Philadelphia in the field for new 
business is wise, for the prestige of this well-known organization, 
with its abundant assets and large surplus to policy holders, places 
it above the plane of an experimental institution, and its age and 
solidity assure public confidence and patronage. The American 
Life was organized in 1850, and in the past thirty-seven years it 
has successfully tided the perils which beset the progress of life in- 
surance during a period which has covered the development of the 
business in this country. For several years it has been doing no 
new business, but the new management has resolved to bring it 
actively to the front again, and reap the advantage of its splendid 
financial condition. The last report of the company shows that it 
has a capital of $500,000, and assets aggregating $2,174,744, with 
which to guarantee insurance in force amounting to only $3.967,066. 
The new board of officers comprises the following named gen- 
tlemen: John. J. Macfarlane, president; Louis E. Pfeiffer, 


vice-president ; George C. Wilson, Jr., secretary and treasurer. 
Trustees, J. J. Macfarlane, Louis E. Pfeiffer, Isaac Hazlehurst, 
George H. Stuart, Jr., Samuel Loag, Charles Carver, Charles T. 
Evans, A. G. Cattell, Walter E. Rex, Charles G. Robeson, 
Robert C. Geddes, J. S. Dungan and Charles W. Macfarlane. 
President Macfarlane is a member of the State Senate, in which 
body he has served for six years, with credit to his State and honor 
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to himself. He isa young, energetic and pushing man, of excellent 
business capacity, who has the faculty of attaching to himself able 
and enterprising workers. In conformity with the progressive ideas 
of the new management, a simple form of life policy has been adopted. 

the conditions of the contract being so tersely set forth as to avoid 
the possibility of misapprehension on the part of the insured, and 
several liberal features have been introduced. A guarantee bond 
and other forms of policies have also been prepared. The com- 
pany has determined to furnish insurance in small sums for work. 
ing men and women, and to this end has established an industrial 
insurance department. This will be under the supervision of Leon 
F. Blanchard, one of the first presidents of the Prudential Insur- 
ance Company of Newark. Mr. Blanchard has a thorough knowl- 
edge of this branch of life insurance, and it is confidently expected 
that he will make it successful under the auspices of the American 
Life. Among the plans of the new management is included the 
erection of an elegant building at the corner of Fourth and Walnut 
streets. The plans have already been prepared by the architects 
and approved by the board of directors, and work has been begun. 
When completed, the most prominent offices on the first floor of 
the new building, those on the corner, will be occupied by the 
banking and trust department of the American Life, and the other 
offices on the first floor will be rented. The second floor will be 
used by the regular life and industrial departments of the company, 
and the seventh and eighth floors will be devoted to the clerical 
work of the industrial branch. The intermediate floors, the third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth stories, will be leased as business offices, 
and will doubtless yield handsome rental receipts. Live agents 
have an opportunity to connect themselves with this company with 
excellent prospects of good results. 











OLD PEOPLE'S INSURANCE. 


URING the past few years there have been many exposures 

of companies organized on the assessment plan for the pur- 

pose of insuring the lives of old persons who, by reason of their 
age, could not obtain insurance in the regular life companies. The 
companies so exposed, however, were not honestly trying the ex- 
periment of insuring old persons, but were conducted as swindling 
concerns, transacting what has come to be known as “graveyard 
insurance.” The practice of these companies was to seek out the 
lame, the halt and the blind, the decrepit and the incurable, and 
to insure them in their own and similar concerns without their knowl- 
edge, for the benefit of a few speculators who held their certificates 
and paid their assessments. This class of companies obtained a 
strong foothold in Pennsylvania, and so many State officials and 
legislators were interested in them that it took several years to ob- 
tain the proper legislation that led to their extermination so far as 
that State was concerned. From Pennsylvania the graveyard 
speculators sought refuge in Michigan, Indiana, and one or two 
other Western States, where they flourished less luxuriantly but did 
enough to keep them before the public. While these companies 
were conceived in iniquity and maintained by fraud, they neverthe- 
less demonstrated the fact that there is in this country a considr- 
able number of old persons who desire insurance and are willing 
to pay an equitable price for it. There are many life insurance 
men who believe that every life is insurable upon some terms, and 
as the regular life companies will not insure those who have passed 
the age of sixty-five years, several assessment companies have been 
formed for the express purpose of combining these old persons into 
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an association and permitting them to insure themselves on the 
mutual plan. We see no reason why this cannot be done equit- 
ably, honestly and with justice to all concerned, and feel confident 
that such a company will be Successfully organized and maintained 
one of these days. It appears to be a question of rates and man- 
agement, and if equitable charges can be established and honest 
management be secured, there is a large amount of legitimate 
business to be done in insuring the lives of old persons, 

Among the assessment companies organized for insuring old 
persons, that has attracted much attention of late, is the Old 
Peoples Mutual Benefit Society of Elkhart, Ind. Having received 
some of its literature and a copy of the certificate it issues, we 
gave a brief abstract of its plan some time ago, and said that if 
old people were insurable at all, the plan presented by this com- 

pany seemed to be an equitable one as between the members of 
the association. In all their literature the managers of this com- 
pany lay great stress upon the care they exercise in the selection 
of risks, certificates being issued, as claimed, only upon the applica- 
tion of the individual to be insured, the benefits to accrue only to 
persons having an actual and absolute insurable interest in the life 
of the applicant. No specific sum is named in the certificate, but 
it is clearly set forth therein that the sum collected by assessment 
will be distributed between the beneficiaries of deceased members 
according to a plan of division that is explicitly explained, twenty 
per cent of assessments to be set aside as a reserve fund. This is 
by no means legitimate life insurance, but a plan whereby a num- 
ber of old persons agree to contribute to a fund as called upon so 
to do for the benefit of the beneficiaries of their deceased fellow 
members. As we said when speaking of the company some weeks 
ago, this plan seemed equitable between the old persons thus asso- 
ciated ; that it could not well be misunderstood, being so plainly 
described in the certificates, and that its success depended upon 
the honesty of the management in carrying out the plan as de- 
scribed in the literature it sent out. Commissioner Shandrew of 
Minnesota examined the company, and certified that its financial 
condition corresponded with the published statements of its officers, 
and a large number of prominent business men of Elkhart and 
vicinity certified that the managers were esteemed citizens and 
trustworthy business men. There seemed, therefore, every reason 
to believe that this company was honestly striving to furnish some 
indemnity for the lives of old persons on the assessment plan, under 
a system that promised equity between the members of the asso- 
ciation, Its officers claim that it has about 10,000 members, and 
that it has paid all claims satisfactorily thus far. 

But whatever merit there may be in this or any other plan of 
insurance, its success and fairness depends upon the integrity of 
the management. In this the Old Peoples of Elkhart is shown to 
be deficient, inasmuch as the practices sanctioned by the officers 
are directly at variance with its printed promises, and so much so 
as to place the company in the category of one of the very werst 
of the graveyard concerns that has ever cursed this country. We 
congratulate ourselves that, while calling attention to its plan 
of doing business, we never in any manner indorsed the manage- 
ment. Among the journals that has been loudest in denouncing 
this company, even while admitting that it knew nothing about it 
or its plan of doing business, was Insurance of this city. It con- 
demned it solely upon the ground that it undertook to make a 
business of insuring old people, assuming that old persons were un- 
insurable, and that any company that attempted to insure them 
was doing a graveyard business. To test this particular company 


the editor laid a trap for the managers, and they fell into it head - 
aver heels, demonstrating that they are dishonest in every preten-: 
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sion they have made to the public, false to their own plan of man- 
agement and utterly untrustworthy. The editor caused his nephew, 
a lad of fourteen, to make application to the company for insurance 
on the life of his wife’s aunt, in whose life he had no insurable in- 
terest, admitting that it was a speculation on his part, and stating 
that if he was furnished with evidence that this company offered 
good opportunities for such speculations, he could send them con- 
siderable business. O. N. Lumbert, secretary of the company, re- 
plied, sending the policy asked for, insuring the life of the “ wife’s 
aunt,” an entirely mythical person, who was conceded to be seventy- 
six years of age, and upon whose life insurance was wanted purely 
as a speculation, without having made any inquiry whatever. In 
addition, he called attention to the losses paid by the company to 
show what a good speculation it was for those who had old persons 
they could insure. He had caught a premium and was in hopes 
to catch an agent who would send him plenty of graveyard busi- 
ness on speculation. Such management is, of course, fraudulent 
and hostile to the interests of society. Mr. Lumbert, who seems 
to be the management, has betrayed the interests of the members 
who have put confidence in his plan of insurance, and the neigh- 
bors who have testified to his integrity and that of the company. 
By jumping so eagerly to the bait so temptingly held out to him, 
he has betrayed the fact that he is running a graveyard company 
for speculators in the lives of old persons, and that he is willing to 
pay liberally to agents who will send him that kind of business, 
Under such management, the best plan of insurance that could be 
devised would be nothing less than robbery, and every member of 
his association has been deceived and defrauded. Such practice is 
in direct violation of the plan he uses to obtain recognition, as it is 
explained in all his literature, and that is made a part of his con- 
tract with his members. We trust the editor of Insurance will fur- 
nish the evidence he has secured of the perfidy of the managers of 
this company to the State authorities of Indiana, in order that they 
may take the necessary steps to close up a concern that is doing 
business so opposed to the interests and safety of the community. 





SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 





THE reception given by the brokers at their new board rooms on Satur- 
day afternoon last was a great success. The brokers are every day 
strengthening themselves and their business, and the recognition which 
they have always demanded, and which heretofore has been grudgingly 
given, is at last being freely accorded and as to a legitimate profession, 


* * * + 


THE conference which was held early this week between a committee 
of the Tariff Association and representatives of the brokers was an ex- 
ample of how the feeling is growing and extending among the compa- 
nies. A year ago the brokers were taken into consultation, but on quite a 
different basis. Then they were treated with, much as vassals, by a con- 
quering party. Now their allegiance and co-operation is sought on a 
platform which recognizes some equality. 

* * * * 


THE success of their new company, the Alliance, is doubtless the cause 
of part, at least, of this change, and at the same time, the effect of being ; 
interested as stockholders in an insurance company has unquestionably , 
had a good and useful effect on the brokers themselves, The easiest way , 
to impress any lesson is through the pocket. ; 

* * x * 


TueEReE is really no reason why the business of fire insurance brokerage 
should‘not-come to be regarded as favorably as any other branch of the’ 
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insurance business. Brokers are probably more useful to the assured at 
least than adjusters, and in one sense far more important to the compa- 
nies than surveyors, or even than underwriters, for they are, in a measure, 
the producing source of business, and producers are always more valu- 
able than mere managers. 

* * * * 

THERE is less talk than there has been about low rates. Non-tariff 
offices are said not to be doing much cutting, and business is fairly active. 
Merchandise values have very generally been rising during the past few 
months, and this always improves the insurance situation, as it increases 
in values rather than increases in bulk of merchandise, which makes a 
demand for insurance. Suspicious fires are far less frequent on a rising 
than on a falling market, and as the present time indicatesa little general 
prosperity, it is a very wholesome thing for the insurance companies. 

* “ =~ * 

ANOTHER month has passed without a single really big fire in New 
York or vicinity, and the companies are picking up grandly. and recov- 
ering the frightful loss of the first half of the year, Still, the time between 
now and January 1 is too short for anyamount of good fortuneto do more 
for many of them than just enable them to get through without a large 


shrinkage. 
* ¥ * 


THE loss on the big warehouse building on King street, which occurred 
months ago, has only recently been settled by arbitration. To the utter 
amazement of probably everybody but the assured, the result is a total 
loss. The committee had been estimating the loss as only partial, and 
probably few companies anticipated more than seventy-five per cent loss. 

* * x % 

THE big fire companies are protesting vigorously against the growing 
practice of the marine companies, of giving protection by their policies to 
goods under through bill of lading, thus covering warehouse and dock 
risks sometimes for several days, The fire companies claim that this 
practice is robbing them of what is a good business, and one that legiti- 
mately belongs to them. The marine companies, on the other hand, pro- 
test that they do not want it and do not get paid for it, but that com- 
petition and the laws of commercial convenience force them to give it. 

* * % * 

More and more attention is being given to the writing of ‘‘ sprinkler 
risks” at low rates. The stock companies are tired of seeing the non- 
burning hazards go to the mutuals, and there is a very general tendency in 
the direction of writing risks equipped with approved sprinklers, at low 
rates. This is a good and healthy tendency. 

% % * * 

OnE or two of the big English companies, it is claimed, have been 
getting authority from across the water to do a good deal of smashing of 
things generally under certain contingencies, It is not at all likely, how- 
ever, that they will feel disposed to do anything rash or dangerous, no 
matter what course business may take. It is easy to pull down and very 
hard to build up again, and when it comes to pulling down rivals in 
business, the man who tries it always finds that for every one he destroys, 
two have risen to fill the empty place. 








BRIEFS FROM CHICAGO. 


E. M. ELwett, manager at Chicago of the Michigan Mutual Life, has 
‘been presented with a nine-pound baby boy, and Geo, M. Harvey, 
although not so large a man as Mr. Elwell, gets there just the same with an 


eleven-pound ‘‘Geo. Jr.” Both gentlemen have the congratulations of 
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Amonc the local agents, business during the past month was exceed- 
ingly quiet, and especially so for a month like October. After the great 
fire of 1871, October was considered and always looked upon as one of 
their largest months, This year a majority of the locals have had to hustle 
to bring the total premiums up to last year. 

% % x 

Tue Chicago Fire Underwriters Association is a wonderfully successful 

organization, and to-day no city in the world can produce its equal, The 
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usefulness of the association is shown every day in one way or another 
The brokers and agents, as well as the companies represented, all ennin 
satisfied with its dealing, and their support is manifest to all familiar with 
insurance interests in Chicago or in Cook county. 


* * * 


No other board of underwriters or association has taken such Strides 
into the coinsurance clause question, or has enforced its use in the way 
that the Chicago Fire Underwriters Association has done. First, the 
eighty per cent coinsurance clause was enforced on stock yards risks: 
then a similar clause was made arule in writing lumber in the lumber 
districts, and lately an eighty per cent coinsurance clause has been 
adopted for furniture factories, planing mills, box fac ories, and all man. 
ufactories of this class. 

* * 

THE association has accomplished much in the improvement of special 
hazards throughout the city. The encouragement offered to printing es- 
tablishments and like risks, to improve their risks, is a reduction in rate, 
Numerous risks that have heretofore been classed as almost uninsurable, 
have been placed among the standard of their class. Printers have been 
encouraged to adopt automatic sprinklers and automatic hatchway closers, 
and one risk, formerly considered specially hazardous, now obtains the 
low rate of 1.20 for the first floor, and 1.40 for. balance of the building, 
This is the class of fire underwriting associations that the companies 
throughout the United States should insist upon for every large city in 
the Union. 

* * x 

THE fire insurance patrols of Chicago are among the best investments 
that the fire insurance companies, who pro-rate for their maintenance, can 
possibly have. Could the managers of these fire insurance companies, 
who are using their utmost endeavors to reduce their companies’ loss 
ratios, but see the results accomplished at every fire attended by the fire 
patrols, they would be surprised at the usefulness and value of the sys- 
tem. If they could only calculate the immense savings of fire damage 
accomplished by the three patrol companies of Chicago, they would ask 
for fire patrols in every city where fire losses are heavy. 


* * * 


OnE of the finest pieces of work accomplished by the fire patrol was at 
the Taylor paper warehouse about a year ago. The building was a large 
five-story brick, and was situated at Nos. 184 and 186 Monroe street. The 
upper two stories were completely burned away, and a necessarily large 
volume of water was poured into the building. The loss was, at the time 
of the fire, supposed to have been almost total to the insurance companies, 
which carried $49,500 on the stock, The amount of money saved by the 
patrols for the companies on this risk was $30,432.12. 

* * * 

ANOTHER instance where the services of the patrols should be quoted, 
was at the M. E. Page & Co, fire about two months ago. The building 
was a large five-story brick structure, used for the manufacture of cap- 
dies and located at Nos. 211 and 213 Lake street. Insurance on con- 
tents was $69,900. It was supposed at the time to have been a total loss, 
but the patrols saved just $22,333.07 for the insurance companies. 


* * * 


ADJOINING the above fire, on the east, was an insurance of $60,000 on 
Fay & Co.’s machinery stock, and although the fire caused a serious loss 
on the upper floors of this building, the patrol system secured a net sav- 
ing of $38,296.77. The risk adjoining on the west of Page & Co. carried 
an insurance of $28,550 on the contents, and while the loss would not have 
been a total one here, even without the patrol’s services, still $25,043, or at 
least a large part of that sum, should be placed to its credit. 


* * * 


On the 30th of last September, two fire alarms were turned in for a fire 
at Nos. 135 and 137 Lake street. The two upper floors were badly 
burned, and large quantities of water were thrown into these buildings. 
On the contents at No. 135 Lake street, $11,492 was saved the insurance 
companies, and at No. 137, $55,888.92. This is a very creditable showing 


for the patrols. ‘ 
* * * 


OcToBER 27, at 416 to 424 Milwaukee avenue, fire originated on the 
second floor of Willoughby, Hill & Co.’s brick building, occupied asa 
retail dry-goods store, There was $30,000 insurance on the building 
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and $90,000 on contents. A still alarm to an engine company, followed 
by two fire alarms, indicated that the fire was of a serious nature. Not- 
withStanding that the engine company who responded to the still alarm 
fidd ample Oppertunity to throw large quantities of water before the patrol 
attived; the work done by the west side patrol will develop a large saving 
to the companies on this stock, A good word for the officers and mem- 
pers of the fire patrols is in order, and we can say from experience that 
the men, from the superintendent down, are an excellent force of firemen 
and constitute a salvage corps of world-renowned reputation. 


* * * 


ANOTHER improvement which has been suggested, and which should 
receive the attention and immediate action of the Underwriters Associa- 
tion and the fire insurance companies at large, is a superintendent of sal- 
vage wreckage and a suitable warehouse building for the proper handling 
of fire salvage. Were this plan or idea carried out by the underwriters, 
an additional reduction of loss ratio would present itself to the insurance 
companies doing business at Chicago. The fire patrol is not expected to 
handle salvage, and should not be, but the salvage wreckage system 
could be attached to and form another part of the patrol system. No 
doubt it would be beneficial both to the assured and the insurer. 


x * * 


Tue Western departments of the Clinton of New York and Providence- 
Washington report general business as being very good, while the loss 
ratio is under forty per cent up to date for this year’s record. Holger 
De Roode, the Western manager, is to be congratulated upon this excel- 
lent showing during a year of increased heavy losses. 

x x x 

Amonc the general agents and companies interested in the St. Louis 
fires of October 22, the opinion prevails that the construction of buildings 
at St. Louis is a vital question. The fire department is also considered 
to be again gaining its record of several years ago. Unfortunately, St. 
Louis has some fires which disgust underwriters. While the recent fires 
may occasion the reduction of lines, they may also cause the retirement 
of several companies from that city. Among the first which has con- 
cluded to keep out of St. Louis is the Mercantile of Boston, and other 
good companies may follow. 


* * * 


E, W. Lyman, the well known local. agent, has been confined to his 
home at Oak Park bya sprained ankle. It is not known whether he 
carried any accident insurance, but every insurance man should be pro- 
vided with a policy of this kind. 

* x * 


Amonc ‘‘ Mere Mention” of the last issue of THz SPECTATOR appeared 
an announcement that Morgensen & Dinkelman would, on November 1, 
dissolve partnership, Mr, Dinkelman, who is well and favorably known 
on La Salle street, did contemplate making a change, but has concluded 
to continue his connection with the local firm of Morgensen & Dinkelman 


as heretofore. 
a * x 


THE handsomest office sign yet produced by any insurance company is 
that of the American of Newark. It is of solid brass, with an antique 
oak frame, and tells us that this company was organized in 1846. Mr. 
Montgomery, the American’s Chicago agent, is very proud of the gift. 


* * * 


J. E. Cuapwick, at one time secretary of the Garden City Insurance 
Company of Chicago, will be remembered by the agents who were in 
business at Chicago during the Garden City’s time. Those who knew 
Mr. Chadwick will be sorry to learn of his death, which occurred some 


two weeks ago. 
* * * 


THE committee appointed by the Underwriters Association at the sug- 
gestion of Mayor Roche, asking the underwriters to suggest a man to fill 
Fire Inspector Shay’s position, has re, orted to the Mayor, recommend- 
ing C. H. Chamberlain for the place. 

* * * 

H. A. McCorp, special agent for the Anglo-Nevada, is doing Minne- 
Sotaand Dakota, W. A. Alexander, general agent accident department 
of the Fidelity and Casualty Company, has recently returned from a 
visit to the company’s New York office. Wm. E. Rollo recently paid an 
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extended visit to the East. Holger De Roode has paid a visit to some of 
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his agents in Michigan. George T. Belding, manager Western depart- 
ment of the United Fire Reinsurance Company, has returned from a Kan- 
sas City trip. Judge Eugene Cary, Western manager of the German- 
American, has visited Colorado ; Chas. Lyman Case has been East, and 
Abram Williams to New Mexico and Colorado. 


x x # 

Wma. C. Maciti & Co. have added the Rockford Insurance Company 

to their list of companies. 5 
x % * 

IT has been reported that the Surplus Insurance Association at 133 La 
Salle street was backed by the Chesapeake Insurance Company. G. H. 
Frey, manager of the association, states that the report is an error and 
without any foundation. 

* * x 

J. F. MARSHALL, the adjuster, has recently performed some excellent 
work in his line for numerous companies. 

x # x 

TuE Howard Insurance Company has placed in its local office at Chi- 
cago a novel sign. It occupied a front seat at Ducat, Lyon & Co.’s office. 

x x * 


E. J. CLEVELAND & Co. are general insurance agents, located at 218 
La Salle street. By an oversight, their name was omitted from THE 


‘SpecTATOR Year Book of 1887. 


* * * 


Tue death of Mrs. Julia Chetlain, mother of Gen, A. L, Chetlain, was 
among the sad announcements of last week. 


* * * 


CHARLES V. PECKHAM, who for eleven years has been adjusting fire 
losses at Chicagv to the satisfaction of himself and his clients, may now 
be found in the Royal building, 169 Jackson street, where his shingle 
has been hung up. 

x x x 

Amonc the recent visitors to La Salle street were: H. M. Schmitt, sec- 
retary of the tna Fire and Marine of Wheeling, W. Va.; H. M. Glid- 
den, special agent of the North British and Mercantile; E. A. Kreidler, 
agent at Miles City, Mont.; A. E. Magill, general agent at San Francisco ; 
Daniel Schultz, general agent of the Milwaukee Mechanics, and T. L. 
Spangenbery, special agent for the same; L. C. Phillips, manager home 
office of the City of London (after visiting St. Paul, Winnipeg, British 
Columbia, he will visit San Francisco and Texas); H. C. Stuart, special 
agent of the City of London at Kansas City; H. P. Gray, general agent 
at St. Louis, Mo.; James D. Bailey, secretary of the Union, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. (after leaving Chicago, Mr. Bailey will visit New York and 
other Eastern cities) ; Thos. F. Goodrich, vice-president of the Niagara, 
New York ; President Lake and Secretary Sheldon of the Rockford ; S, 
P. Blagden, manager at New York of the North British and Mercantile ; 
D. L. Rider, agent at Clinton, Ia. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





GEORGIA. 

The Assembly's Labors Ended—Many Incorporations—The General Insurance Bill in 
the Governor's Hands— Mainly a Codification of Existing Laws—The Piedmont 
Exhibition—Atlinta in Her Glory—Nearly 250,000 Visitors—A Great Success— 
$500,000 of /nsurance—A Special Fire Corps—The City Full of Cotton—Law 
Makers and Insurance—The Business Outlook Hopeful. 


[From Ouk OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

Our general Assembly, after a laborious incubation of 107 days in 
adjourned session, is now no more, and the insurance guild domiciled 
within this Commonwealth begin to breathe more freely. During the entire 
session, covering a period of over five months, and somewhat comparable 
to the famous long parliament of carpet-bag days, there has been a con- 
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stant grist of local bills turned into the legislative hopper, and in the 
matter of incorporating railroad, banking, mining, manufacturing and 
insurance companies, the session has been unusually prolific. How many 
of these legislative bantlings will grow and thrive, we dare not prophesy, 
but we would gladly welcome the survival of the fittest as a hopeful indi- 
cation of Southern progress. 

The general insurance bill, after considerable amendments, and with 
the noted twenty-fourth section stricken out, passed the legislature on 
the eve of adjournment, and is now awaiting the Governor's signature. 
As heretofore advised, the bill is mainly a codificatian of existing laws 
relating to the subject of insurance, and will not materially affect any class 
of the business, The Comptroller General becomes the Commissioner of 
Insurance, and is vested with additional powers, which will probably 
facilitate the transaction of the public business. New companies will 
find no particular objection to working under the provisions of the bill, 
and companies now doing business in the State can readily adapt them- 
selves to the modified conditions imposed, The bill, when approved, 
will go into effect immediately. 

Atlanta has also survived the much advertised Piedmont Exposition, 
which forced our citizens into an abnormal condition in the line of busi- 
ness and hospitality, our churches and public buildings being converted 
into lodging places, in order to accommodate the immense crowds domi- 
ciled within our borders. Nearly 250,000 people visited the great show, 
including President Cleveland, “the first lady of the land,” and a good 
sprinkling of Governors and other dignitaries. The exhibition was a 
revelation and a prophesy ; its success proved a surprise to its most san- 


guine friends, and leaves behind it many lessons which the new South. 


will not be slow to develop into profit and usefulness, 

The exhibits of the mineral resources of the South, together with some 
displays of our varied manufacturing interests, were never excelled in this 
section, and the coming inflow of capital, combined with the enterprise 
which now infuses our people, present a hopeful outlook for those insur- 
ance companies who have been reaping such meagre harvests in the 
Southern field for so many years past. 

Quite $500,000 of insurance was written upon the exhibition in various 
lines, and doubtless the underwriters were glad when the risks expired, 
as the course of the exhibition presented some phases of risk not fully 
anticipated at the outset, although extra precautions against fire were 
used. A detachment of the Atlanta Fire Department was organized into 
a fire corps, and remained on the exhibition grounds during the fair, 
equipped with steamer, hook and ladder truck, reel and chemical engine 
ready at all times for an emergency. The force was also sworn in as 
special policemen, and rendered efficient service in this capacity, which 
suggests a feature in underwriting which might be amplified in connec- 
tion with exhibition risks. 

Cotton is coming in quite freely, and warehouses, compresses and rail- 
road platforms are filling up, requiring the fire companies to write some 
heavy lines upon the staple. The local agents assert that business is 
good, rates maintained and but little underground insurance effected. 
The life insurance agents also report an improvement, one agent having 
recently written over $200,000 of new business. 

Captain Henry Jackson, one of our ablest insurance lawyers, has issued 
in pamphlet form his able address on ‘‘ Indemnity the Essence of Insur- 
ance,” delivered at the National Bar Association’s convention, held at 
Saratoga last summer, wherein he lays down a line of argument which 
ought to enlighten the mind of the average legislator as he tampers with 
insurance legislation. Many of the laws upon our statute books present 
an anomalous interpretation of insurance ethics, and show the necessity 
of educating our lawmakers into a clear knowledge of the principles 
which underlie fire indemnity. 

The general managers of the fire companies occupying the Southern field 
residing in Atlanta, are inclined to speak hopefully of the outlook, and 
claim that there is a marked improvement in the business, harmony be- 
tween the companies, a better maintenance of rates and considerable 
improvement in risks with fewer disastrous fires. Contact with such sur- 
roundings is certainly tonic, and, for the nonce at least, we bid croak ng 
Cassandra to take her flight. Bronx, 

ATLANTA, GA., October 27. 





—Thomas Lamb, a well-known retired Boston underwriter, died last 
week at the age of ninety-one. He was once president of the old Wash- 


ington Insurance Company, now the Washington Fire and Marine. 
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Licensed Insurance in Unauthorized Companies, 
BELow we give the list of affidavits filed in the New York Insurance De. 
partment from May 24 to and including October 20, 1887, by persons 
wishing surplus insurance under the provisions of chapter 346, laws of 
1884, as amended by chapter 113, laws of 1885 : 

ALBANY—Wm, Hickey & Thos. P. Dowling ; Jacobs & Proctor ; Doug. 
lass L. White ; Wm. M. Whitney & Co. 

Avoca—Mathewson & Co. 

ANGELICA —Wm. Sewer. 

BARREN IsLAND—P. White’s Sons. 

BINGHAMTON—Wianton Manufacturing Company ; S:ow Manufacturing 
Company. 

BrANDON—Dacey & Backus. 

BRONXDALE—Estate of Ann Bolton, deceased ; The Bronx Company, 

BRooKLYN—Sperry & Co.; The Elektron Manufacturing Company ; 
Estate of H. M. Silverman; Chas. S, Higgins, e¢ a/.; John Roebuck ; 
McLoughlin; A. M. Arnold; Moller & Schiemann; Arbuckle Bros.; 
Bay State Shoe and Leather Company ; John N. Hurver; Mason, Au & 
Zollinger ; E. P. Gleason Manufacturing Company ; Chemical Fertilizer 
Company; J. H. Ireland; Church & Co.; E. Greenfield, Son & Co.; Jay 
C. Wemple & Jay C. W. & Co.; Martin E’elman & J. Schaefer ; Doscher 
& Co.; Executor of H. M. Silverman, deceased ; Eastman & Mandeville; 
The Broadway R. R. of Brooklyn; Nason Manufacturing Company; 
Weidmann Cooperage Company; Schloss & Co.; McLaughlin Bros.; C, 
T. Raynolds & Co. 

BurraLo—Hart Rheumatic Remedy Company ; J. A. Schreck ; Mary E, 
Daniels ; L. B. Crocker, superintendent ; Bronner Bros.; Lautz Bros.; M. 
Hayward & Co.; W. D. Rider; Mrs. H. A. Bennett; A. Cutler & Son; 
Milson Rendering and Fertilizer Company ; E. W. Bleistein and Courier 
Company; Schlee & Stephan; Frank Russ & Co.; Job King & King 
Spring Company; Firm of D. Ullman; J. Langdon & Co.; Morris 
Michael ; Barnes, Hengerer & Co.; Adam Meldrum & Co.; Lee Hol- 
land & Co.; The Crocker Fertilizer and Chemical Company; The 
Schoellkopf Aniline and Chemical Company ; Eliz Bleistein and Courier 
Company; Henry W. Duchwitz; Bronner Bros.; Thornton & Chester; 
E. & B. Holmes; Frontier Elevating Company; W. D. Rider; Kellogg 
& McDougall ; Naomi Van Bokkelen ; Estate of John Michael, 

Capiz—Mrs. L. J. B. Goo. 

CaNIsTEO—Louis Unger ; The Taylor Chair Company (limited), Canada. 

CarazA—Lee, Claflin & Son. 

CARROLLTON— Blaisdell Bros. 

CasTLETON—Archibald Scott. 

CANnTON—S. Braithwaite & Taylor Manufacturing Company ; N. Cowan. 

CATSKILL—A. Scott & Son. 

CHEEKTOWAGA—Milson Rendering and Fertilizer Company ; Magennis 
& Scheid. 

CHITTENANGO—George Crichton. 

Cu.irron—Columbia Handle Company. 

CLiype—Wm. C. Ely’s Sons & Hoyt. 

Cosnoctron—Henkel & Bartelme. 

Couors—Isaac McConihe ; National Bank of Cohoes ; Geo. E. Brock- 
way. 

CoLL_eGE Point—Klemert Rubber Works. 

Coney Istanp—C. L. Wolsey; Eva Pariser; Gevert Wendelkin: 
Frank Reeber ; Klein & Seyfried ; C. Mechel ; Alex. Reid ; Chas. L. Woo'- 
sey; Sarah Boyd; E. A. Skinner; Sea Beach Cyclorama Company ; 
Estate of Lucy Vandeveer ; Chas. E. Morson ; Paul Bauer ; C. Schiffman. 

DUNHAMVILLE—E. B. Fox and Fox & Co. 

Eacte Bripce—Mrs. R. P. Dalton. 

EpGEWATER—Louis Dejonge & Co. 

Epcewoop—W. S. Lockwood & Co. 

ELLICOTTSVILLE— John McMahon. 

E_mira—N. Y. Glue Company. 

Fort Epwarp—Wm. Howard Doughty ef a/. ; Satterlee & Mory ; Chas 
Hooper ; F. G. Tilton & Co. ; R. Morey. 

ForestportT—J. H. Wilcox & Co. 

Futtron—Ex. Estate of Jesse Hoyt. 

Giasco—Oakes, Thompson & Co. 

GRAVESEND—Klein & Seyfried. 

GREAT VALLEY—H. P. Coleman. 
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Green Istanp—Wm. Godfrey ; Eva Bros. 

HARRISONVILLE—Lake & Blood. 

Hastincs—Hastings Pavement Company. 

Hermon—J. A. Phelps. 

HicHLaAnp Laxe—A, C. Cheney & Co, 

HorneLisvILLE—Brown & Friend. 

Hunter—H. S. Lockwood & Co. 

ILton—A. Bull and A. W. Russell. 

IrHacA—Vernon Bros. & Co. 

Le Roy—Wedman & Seward. 

» Livincston—Wilson Potts. 

Locxport—A. L, Spaulding. 

Lonc IsLAnD Ciry—The Export Lumber Company; Trustees Union 
College ; Emil Calmon. 

Macuias—John E, Euchner, 

Macuias JuncTIion—F, D. Folts. 

MALoNE—Lawrence Webster & Co.; Webster Bros. 

Mar.BorouGH—N. H. Dubois. 

MecHANiIcviLLE—American Indentated Fibre Company. 

Mepina—C. S. Hoag. 

MiIppLETOWN—New York Hat Works. 

Minetto—Minetto Shade Cloth Company. 

NewsurcH—Henry C. Higginson. 

New RocHELLE—David Jones. 

Newtown CrEEK—Read & Co.; A. L. Sardy. 

New York City—Etahl & Jaeger; G. L. Schuyler & Co.; S. A. 
Woods Machine Company ; E, Oelbermann; J. H. Loewenstine & Bro.; 
Dielmann & Lincks; Leonard J. Haas & Co.; J. Klee & Co.; G. Schwab 
& Bros.; M. Fenerstein ; Second Avenue R. R. Company; C. Schwab ; 
Frederick Hoffenwich; Andrew McLean; H. Lichtenstein; Samuel 
Booth & Co.; Henry G. Hilton; R. Richman; A. B. Fleming & Co.; 
Lodikon & Lewinthan ; A. Goetzel ; Morris Jacobs ; Max Kurtz; Stein- 
way & Sons; H. M. Marx & Son; Jacob Iskiyan; John Spielberg ; 
Hirsch & Schwartz; E. H. Ward; Baruliz & Diehl; Prenke, Klein & 
Co,; John Z, Coblenz; Thos. H. Wood & Co.; Edward Brandus & Paul 
Phillippotamy; Carter, Rice & Co.; Villard Freres; D. Greenfield ; 
Wertheimer & Co.; Alex. Whyte; Davis & Pincus; Berg & Myers; O. 
B. Borse & Co.; Herman Finkelstein; W. & A. Wenreis; Simion 
Schwenescki; Mrs. A. Mayer; Fred Dolle; Reis & Newman; Danzig 
& Potosky ; S. Kutner; S, Selonick & Sons; I. April; Jos. Popper; 
Lippmann, Heibon & Co.; H. Levy; S. Schalneski ; Morris Solomon ; 
New York Enamel Paint Company; Heffron & Phelps; Doemberg & 
Goodman ; J. W. Riglander; J. Lewis Lieb; Max Bernstein; Martin 
Simons ; G. Schwab & Bros.; M. L. Cohn & Co.; H. Richter’s Sons; H. 
H. Meise; E. Allmeyer; P. Griffing; P. Hart & Co.; C. Crave & Co.; 
D. A. Sahlein & Co.; N. Lockwood; W. C. Doscher; L. Phillipi; P. 
Haggitius ; Edward Tansky ; Hazard, Hazard & Co.; Porter Bros. & Co.; 
Emma Eckstein & Josephine Parr; Whitman, Creighton & Co.; Times 
Printing and Bookbinding Br.; Moses Stein; R. E. Smith; Lesher, 
Whitman & Co.; Hastings & Todd; Henry Kock; Geo. E. Ketcham & 
Co.; H. B. Wiggin’s Sons; J. S. Lyon; Peter Helmsky; B. Lauer & 
Co.; Joseph Boller; Stern Bros.; Gardiner & Co.; M. Housman; A. 
Bauss & Co.; The Manhattan Press; E. C. Bridgman; H. Herrman 
Sternback & Co.; F. J. Kaldenberg Company and F. J. Kaldenberg; 
Geo. Keller; Ph. Weinberg & Co.; H. J. Hewitt; Union Printing Com- 
pany ; Brett Lithograph Company ; J. McArthur & Co,; Otto Steitz New 
York Glass Letter Company ; Nicolaus Althaus ; American Institute and 
their successors ; H. W. Atwood; Russell Bros.; M. Young ; Thomas 
W. Jones; W. H. Burnap ; Taintor Bros. & Co.; S. Com & Son; Owen 


Cumiskey ; E. P. Peyser; Green & Blackwell; Gustav Herzfeld ; Anna | 


T. B. DeWitt; J. Lincks & Co.; Settle Bros. & Co.; Ball & Co.; Fred- 
erick Yung; Lesher, Whitman & Co.; Kreuger & Braun; Albert Luez ; 
Samuels & Simon Bros.; Union Paper Box Co.; H. Koehler & Co.,; 
Louis Gordon ; Isidore, Lewison & Co; Marcus & Jacobs ; Philip Metz; 
S. D. Warwick ; New York Quilting Company ; Julius Leopold ; Martin 
Simmons ; Felix Marx; J. B. & R. P. Norris; Roco Dia; Solomon & 
Strassburger ; Julius Wellie & Co.; New York Gold Watch Case Com- 
pany ; Morris Goldberg ; B. Schmidt & Co.; G. W. Kock ; Sheldon & Co.; 
Leo Popper & Son ; C. A. Clegg ; Publishers Book and Composition Com- 
pany ; Hastings & Todd; Moloney, Burgis & Co.; M. F. Schureman ; 


Wooley & Co.; Lewis & Cohn ; Henderson & Morris ; Franklin L. Hamil- 


ton; H. D, & J. U. Brookman ; Soureine & Co, ; Orlinsky, Libeman & Co.; 
Max Bowsky ; John T, Wilson; Jacobs & Steinberg ; Stewart & Hawk ; 
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Wm. McDonough; N. Hellman & Co.; C. E. Waters ; Victor & Silver. 
back; J. T. Sheppard & Son ; M. Lowenstein & Bro.; Ball & Co.; John 
Helmsky ; The Century Company; Eighth Avenue R. R. Company; 
Louis Dentz; Geo. P. Baldwin; Goldsmith & Plant; H. Maillard; E. 
Schloss & Co.; Havenrich, Hirschberg & Co.; Jonas Stoltz ; Thompson 
& Waldner; Radley & Greenaugh; A. A. Vantine and A. A. Vantine & 
Co.; Hammerslough Bros.; Bernard Dreyfuss; Union Playing Card 
Company; Jcseph Rosenthal; H. E. Marks; New Yorker Zeitung 
Printing and Publishing Company; Liberman & Schuleman; Silber- 
staedter & Pollak; Frank Miller & Sons; L. Rosenbaum; Plonsky & 
Simon; A. Spektorsky & Son; David Block ; Charles Craske ; Geo. 
Heiner e¢ a/; E. Gordon; M. J. Schloss & Co.; Acme Liquid Fuel 
Company ; Fredk. Vietor & Achelis ; John F. Heil ; F. Wogram & Co.; 
A. Becker; Prosnitz & Greenbaum ; Levy & Goodman; H. Teschner ; 
Bierman, Heidelberg & Co.; Julius Pauly; Schaul & Borck; John 
Daniell & Son ; Staudecker & Einsheimer ; Shedlinsky, Shweitzer & Co.; 
Pleasants & Woodworth; Charles Tannert; Estate of C. M. Stewart, 
deceased ; J. R. Palmenberg; J. H. Leiter; P. E. Johnson, agent; F. 
Booss & Bro.; J. Steigerwald & R. Weil; Bernheim, Bauer & Co.; L. 
A. Velsor; Rindskopf & Barbier ; John Maxwell ; A. Kallenberg & Bro. ; 
Schutz Bros. & Blatte; Ed. H. Rowley & Co.; Hatch Lithographic 
Company ; Wm. J. Schanfile ; H. H. Herwig ; August Gast & Co.; Abegg, 
Daeniker & Co.; M. Kaufman; Dayton & Close; James Sloane Sons 
and estate of James Sloane ; Ansonia Brass and Copper Company; H. 
Lichtenstein; Dodd & Read; Geo. Routledge & Sons; J. W. Mason’s 
Company ; S. Mickel & Soebel; Lippmann, Elbourn & Co.; J. A. Vel- 
sour; Chas. Ossenbramer; D. Levy & Son; Isaac Mann; The Moss 
Engraving Company ; Snyder & Black ; J. H. Jaeger and Stahl & Jaeger; 
B. T. Babbitt ; Samuel Caskel ; David & Theresa Robitzek ; C. B oom- 
berg & Co.; J. Links & Co.; J. G. Johnson & Co.; Charles R. Henry; 
Held & Kaufman ; Nicholas Schwarz ; Levy & Abraham ; Lazell, Dalley 
& Co.; Wm. C. Puppendick ; Jose S. Molins; H. Cohen; James Mc- 
Garth ; Benjamin Adriance ; Julius Schweitzer ; J. Caro & Son; Henry 
Friedman ; M. Schlansky; H. C. Miller & Sons; Herman & Gunzberg ; 
Worthing Company; Mrs. E. Liebert; J. H. Kantrovitz; John A. Som- 
erville ; H. Goldberg & Sons; Graynor, Pomeroy & Spencer; Samuel 
Simon ; Baker & Kahn ; James Muller & Co. ; Bornheim, Abrams & Co. ; 
M. Friedman & Co.; Julius Heman ; Scl g & Stoltman; Alfred Munger ; 
M. J. Foss; L. Schorr; M. Schoenemanme ef a/; P. Hart & Co.; Louis 
Block ; A. H. King & Co.; Zylonite Novelty Company; W. H. Fletcher 
& Co.; Brown & Bliss; C, F. Bloom; Doane and Wellington Manu- 
facturing Company ; Elihu Spencer; Henry Krauss; Cohn & Solomon ; 
A. Herzig & Son; Solomon & Gutman; J. J. Boyan & Co.; Schemer & 
Schmidt; C. B. Rouss; Estate of Julius Schweitzer, deceased ; Wm. P. 
Lindsay ; Fox, Mendell & Bro.; Emil Ney & Co.; A. B. Taylor, Jr.; 
Otto Lohr; Hardman, Peck & Co.; Rosenblatt & Co.; L. Harris; W. 
H. Hendrickson; R. H. Macy & Co.; Commercial Manufacturing Com- 
pany ; H. Webendorfer; Whittier Elevator Company; Robt. Payton & 
Co.; J. S. Lyon; The Recamier Manufacturing Company. 

NIAGARA FALLS—Niagara Wood Paper Company. 

NyacK—Tunis Depew. 

OLEAN—Marsh & Harwood Company. 

OrweELL—Susannah Ingersoll ; Ralph W. Pratt, 

Pavition—B. F. Trescott. 

PearL River—J. H. Bramesdorf, 

PEEKSKILL—H. T. Caswell, 

PIERREPONT—L, N. Mathews. 

Pine LaKke— William Claflin, 

PuLaski—Mrs. Esther Froude; Charles Suydam; A. W, Dunn; Ma- 
haffy Brothers. 

PutnaM—Allen F, Hand. 

RICHFIELD Sprtincs—John P. Huggins. 

Rockaway BEaAcH—Remsen & Wainwright; Lorenz Lang; Wain- 
wright & Smith; F. Schildt & Remsen & Wainwright; Myrtle Kingsland 
etal; P. V. Meyers; Frederick Schildt ; John J. Curley, 

SanpY CREEK—A. U, Strever. 

SANTA CLARA—St. Regis River Lumber Company. 

SARATOGA—Estate of C. M. Stewart, deceased. 

SETAUKET—C, E, Smith Rubber Company. 

Sinc Sinc—Trim, Wallenstein & Co.; The Bay State Shoe and Leather 
Company; Klingenstein Bros.; E. G. Blakslee Manufacturing Com- 
pany; H. Bernheim & Co, 

SLEEPY HoLLOw—Jacob Bernbacker’s Sons. 
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Sprinc VALLEY—William Heyenga. 

Staats IsLanD—Shuto & Parker 

Sr. Rects Fatts—St. Regis River Lumber Company. 

StRaTForD—C, H. & R. B. Poole. 

SyracusE—S. Rosenbloom & Sons, 

STATEN IsLaND—J. C. Kennedy, Receiver; Staten Island Amusement 
Company. 

TaBEeRG—M. M. Loveland. 

TonawanpA—F. & M. Balt; A. M. Dodge & Co.; Sumner, Schaffer & 
Co.; A. Weston & Son. 

Troy—H. J. Harp; Brookside Knitting Company ; John Trautwein. 

UNIONVILLE—James Cropsey & Co, 

Van Wies Potnt—Central Ice Company. 

WATERVLIET—Hazlewood Ice Company. 

WaAveRty—J. W. Shanley. 

West Eaton—George A. Dadman., 

West Gatway—Estate of William Logan, deceased. 

West Troy—Thos. Richardson & Son, 

WHEATFIELD—John F. Parkes, 

Wuirtney’s Pornt—Bardsall & Muckle. 

WILLIAMSTOWN—P. Caraher & Eliz Burke. 

Yonkers—Denton, Brenchard & Co, 





A Damaged Venus. 


THERE was a fire some time agointhe Art Association rooms. It was 
not much of a fire, but there was some damage done to the numerous art 
treasures accumulated there. Of course, theless an insurance man knows 
about art the better. It might influence him to allow too much for dam- 
ages. But I think this story was made up. The insurance adjuster 
arrived upon the scene and proceeded to adjust the damages. 

**T don’t see that there is much damage done here.” 

**Not much damage! Look at the wreck, man.” 

‘* Well, how much do you say—$500?” 

‘*Five huodred dollars! That's nothing.” 

** You haven’t got much insurance on the shebang.” 

** Shebang,” said Mr. Martin and the president, in mournful unison. 

** Five hundred dollars is a good deal !” 

‘* Five hundred dollars. Why, just look at that statue.” 

‘* Well, I don’t —.”’ 

‘What? The Venus of Milo! Look at it! One of the greatest of all 
works of sculpture. Just look at it! The arms all broken off—you can’t 
replacethat statue, sir, for—no, not for $1500.” 

**Great Scott! Say, will you take $1100 and call it square ?” 

‘* Well, it doesn’t pay the damage to that one statue, but let it go at 
that.”— Mail and Express. 





A New Cautionary Ca-d. 


** Don’t forget that neglect and carelessness are the cause of more fires than 
all other things, and enforce rules to guard against them,” is one of the 
rules displayed on a strikingly well gotten up cautionary card compiled 
by Dwight’s Underwriters Survey and Protection Bureau of New York. 
These cards have been ordered to the extent of over 100,000 already by 
New York insurarce companies, and will be posted up in tenement and 
dwelling houses and manufactories throughout the city to give constant 
warning in few and easily understood words against the practices which 
beget fires. The rest of the rules, which, if only partially obeyed, would 
materially reduce the fire loss, read as follows: 


Don’t allow any oily waste or rags to be thrown on the floor, but only 
in a metal can with cover, and have them taken out of the building every 
night ; they are self-igniting. 

Don’t allow any greasy or oily rags or papers to be mixed up with 
clean clippings, or a larger amount of clippings to remain in your place 
(even if clean and in bales) than is absolutely unavoidable. 

Don’t allow sawdust to be used on floors or in spittoons. 
many fires ignited by cigar stumps and cigarettes. 

Don’t allow sawdust to be used for catching oil drippings from ma- 
chines or elevator gearing. Sand is safe. 

Don’t allow matches 1o be kept loose or in paper boxes, but only in 
metal or earthen safes. Those lighting only on the box are safest. 

Don’t allow smoking on your premises where any combustible goods 
or materials are used. 

Don’t fail to have your fire buckets filled, and test hose and fire appli- 
ances, from time to time. 

Don’t allow vour stairs or hallways to be blocked up or used for “‘ stor- 
age ;” or rubbish, hay, straw, etc., to accumulate or remain on your 


It causes 


premises. 
Don’t fail to have all elevators or hoistways provided with good trap- 
doors or hatches, and have these shut at night. 
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Don’t forget to close your iron shutters at night. 

Don't allow stoves or heaters on your premises which are 
set on stone, cemented brick or metal ; and be sure that al 
— the —_ or 4 we is —— germ with metal. 

on’t allow any loose-jointed gas brackets on your premis ; 
could be swung against woodwork, or any gas Sethe wihege ont 
screens or globes, if hay, straw, light materials or window Curtains are 
near them. . 

Don’t allow electric lights or wires on your premises which 
properly protected. 

Don’t allow steam-pipes to be in contact with wood or inflammable 
material. 

Don't allow any kerosene oil lamps to be filled after dark. F 
lamps near a fire is dangerous. 

Don’t forget to keep the lamps filled and wicks in good order. When 
the oil is low it generates gas which is liable to explode. 

Don’t allow benzine, gasoline, naphtha or explosives in your place 
Your insurance policy prohibits it. ? 

Don’t allow ashes to be put in a wooden box or barrel in your build. 
ing. Always have an iron ash can. 


not securely 
| woodwork 


are not 


illing 


The idea of distributing such concise and readily comprehended rules 
is a capital one, which, if generally adopted, would doubtless produce 
excellent results, and is recommended to the interested in other cities 





It Was Another Hamilton. 


AccorDING to The Hartford Post, one of the most remarkable coinci- 
dences in the experience of life insurance recently occurred at the office 
of the AEtna Life. Samuel D. Hamilton of Montreal was insured in the 
tna five years ago for $1000. In the same city, upon the same street, 
and engaged in the same business, was another man (a cousin of the in- 
sured) by the same name, born the same year, and both had wives with 
substantially the same names. The one who was not insured (but who 
ought to have been) recently died. His widow, believing that her hus- 
band would not have neglected so important a duty, and knowing that the 
Etna Life was doing the largest business in Canada, naturally enough 
called upon the agent to learn if her husband was insured. When the 
name and other particulars were given, the agent told her that he was, 
and that to collect the money it would be necessary for her to make claim, 
which she did in properform. Asis the practice of the company, a check 
was immediately sent to the agent ; the company supposing that she had 
the policy ready to deliver when she received the amount of it. When she 
informed him that she had not been able to find the policy, the agent 
wrote to the company for instructions. He was requested to return the 
check, for the rule not to pay claims before due where policies are lost, 
must be adhered to. The check was returned. In the meantime, the 
widow, desirous of securing the money, called upon the other man, who 
was insured, and with a view, if possible, of finding the lost policy, 
Imagine her surprise and disappointment when she learned that she had 
been making claim upon a policy which belonged to another, who was 
living. 





The New York Life Pays. 


Last July, as will be remembered, THE SpecraTor noted the arrest in 
Massachusetts of Frederick Webber, M. L. Hamlin and Charles W. 
Moore, agents of the New York Life Insurance Company, upon a charge 
of illegally soliciting business in that State. The case was to have been 
tried at Pittsfield, but was postponed, and has now been settled, as 


explained in the following letters : 
New York, October 19, 1887. 


Hon, George S. Merrill, Insurance Commissioner, Boston, Mass.: 
Dezar Sir—It is due to ourselves, as to you, to say that the acts of 


* soliciting insurance in- Massachusetts without having first obtained from 


you the license so to do, upon which indictments are now pending 
against us, were done with no intent or wish to evade the law. The 
New York Life Insurance Company, by which we are employed, has 
earned the most honorable reputation in business dealings, and its 
officers, we fully believe, desire to conform to every condition and re- 
quirement which the legislature of Massachusetts may see fit to apply to 
foreign insurance companies. We make no question that we have 
violated the statute, and at the proper time we shall so plead to the in- 
dictment and submit to the judgment of the court. As agents for the 
company we began work in Western Massachusetts, relying upon the 
assurances of the officers of the company that the proper licenses for us 
would be obtained. We understand that the company’s superintendent 
of agencies directed the proper application to be made, but through 
oversight or unavoidable delay it was not received by you until we, act- 
ing in entire good faith, had effected insurance in several cases, and 
rendered ourselves liable to the arrest which followed. We trust that 
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neither you nor any other person conversant with the facts will believe 
that, for the very small sum involved in the license fees, we purposely 
broke the law, or that we sought to manifest disrespect toward you or 
your department. Respectfully yours, 
M. L. HAMLIN, 
Cuar.es W. Moore, 
FREDERICK WEPBER. 





346 AND 348 Broapway, 
New York, October 19, 1887. 
Hon. George S. Merrill, Insurance Commissioner, Boston, Mass.: 

Dear Sir—Referring to the inclosed communication of Messrs. 
Webber, Moore and Hamlin concerning their acts in soliciting insurance 
in the State of Massachusetts without having first obtained authority from 
you so to do, this company needs only to say further, in view of the ex- 
planations which have been made to you by our counsel, Hon. George 
D. Robinson, that the company’s arrangements in regard to their work in 
Massachusetts were made in its usual manner and in its usual good faith ; 
that the applications for authority were delayed by such a combination of 
circumstances as probably could not occur again, and that any violation 
of law was purely of the letter and not of the spirit. The Attorney Gen- 
eral of Massachusetts notified the company that it had violated the 
statutes in issuing policies upon the unauthorized solicitation of said 
agents. The company is now advised by our counsel that the sum of 
$500 is fixed upon by yourself and the Attorney-General as the penalty 
on the company, and in response thereto vou will inclosed check to your 
order for the specified amount. Yours truly, 

Ww. H. Beers, President. 


New York Lire INsuRANCE CoMPANY, 





The Metropolitan Board of Brokers Opens Its New Rooms. 


THERE was a large attendance of company officers and agents at the recep- 
tion given by the Metropolitan Board of Fire Insurance Brokers on the 
occasion of the opening of the board rooms at No. 34 Liberty street on 
Saturday last. The reception lasted from three to five o’clock, and was 
made auspicious, not on'y by the happy speeches of underwriters, but also 
by the good things which thecaterers served. Of course, there was a very 
full attendance of the 170 brokers comprising the board, and several insur- 
ance journalists were also present. Among the attending managers and 
agents were noticed: H. W. Eaton and George W. Hoyt of the Liverpool 
and London and Globe; Alfred M. Thorburn of the German-American ; 
John F, Leffingwell of the Farragut; W. W. Henshaw of the Northern ; 
W. H. Henshaw of the Royal ; F. C. Moore of the Continental ; Lindley 
Murray, Jr., of the Empire City ; E. S. Kirby of the Continental ; Chas. 
A. Blauvelt of the New York Bowery; J. H. Washburn and D. A. 
Heald of the Home ; Samuel Townsend of the City Fire ; James Swan of 
the Guardian of London; David Adee of the American Fire; D. D. 
Leeds of the Hamilton ; Thomas F. Jeremiah of the Pacific ; Charles H. 
Post and Wm. Ellsworth of the Washington Fire and Marine ; W. De L. 
Boughton, Peter Q. Deyo, J. G. Hilliard, D. G. Ackermin, W. A. 
Anderson of the Mercantile; Edward Rowell of Rowell & Hone; 
A. P. M. Roome of the Prudential; W. M. Ballard of the United 
Fire Reinsurance ; Benjamin Rhodes, late of the Brooklyn; W. D. 
Ogden, Stephen Crowell of the Phenix; Wm. M. St. John of the 
Standard Fire ; Charles L. Gunn of the New York Equitable; Henry H. 
Hall of the Northern; James S. Eadie of the Globe; N. W. Meserole 
and F, H. Way of the Williamsburgh City; Alfred A. Peck, T. J. 
Temple, John M. Whiton, John M. Talbot, James Yereance of the 
Alliance; W. R. Pitcher, John Green, Edward E. Pearce, Charles 
Sewell of the American; R. D. Alliger, Samuel E. Belcher of the Jeffer- 
son, and Charles Tredick of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Heald, vice-president of the Home, was called on for an address, 
and after much solicitation was induced to respond. He was followed 
by Mr. Hall, manager of the Northern; Mr. Yereance, president of the 
Alliance Fire Association ; Mr. Moore, vice-president of the Continental, 
and Mr. Hine, editor of The Monitor. 

During the preceding week, the underwriters having recognized the im- 
portance of the brokerage element to the extent of appointing a committee 
to negotiate with a committee of the Board of Brokers on ‘the commis- 
sion Subject, the mingling of underwriters and brokers on such a social 
Sccasion was opportune, and the speeches made smacked of the har- 
— feelings entertained and the hope of an alliance being estab- 
ished, 

Mr. Heald felicitously remarked that he could not understand why he 
had been called to speak, unless it was in the spirit of an old religious 
Sustom of bringing a new convert forward and making him publicly com. 
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mit himself, and it was for this reason probably that the brokers com- 
pelled him to talk to them. : 

Mr. Hall, asserting that the interests of the brokers and the companies 
were identical, said that there is always an opportunity for broad-minded 
men holding radical views, according to their senses of duty, to unite for 
their mutual ‘interest, and the brokers and the officers of companies 
should confer for an honest carrying out of the business of fire under- 
writing in New York city. In concluding he said: ‘‘ The fire insurance 
business in this city will be done in the future by a smaller number of 
companies at a lower expense, but there will always be a place and full 
remuneration for the brokers in the business. As president of the Board 
of Underwriters, I hail you as our master; as manager of the Northern 
Assurance Company, I greet you as a friend.” 

Mr. Yereance said that it was conceded on all sides that the broker was an 
established fact in the city of New York. A'l efforts to uproot the broker- 
age system had tended to make the brokers more numerous; the weeding 
out effort on the part of the late Metropolitan Association to regulate in- 
surance brokerage resulting in a large increase in the number of recog- 
nized brokers. Some 2600 men then registered as brokers and. were recog- 
nized by the Association, whereas there are only 400 gentlemen whose 
business is mainly that of fire insurance, and only about 250 whose 
business amounts to any considerable volume, and 170 of these belong to 
the Metropolitan Board of Brokers, each member of which is a stock- 
holder in the $300,000 company organized by them. Mr. Yereance said 
said that if every man pursuing the business of insurance brokerage were 
interested in an insurance company as a stockholder, the result would be 
to the benefit of the brokers and companies alike. This sentiment was 
heartily applauded. The speaker, in calling attention to the accommoda- 
tions and equipments of the board rooms, pointed to a black board, which 
will show from month to moxth the amount of business placed by the 
various companies with the Alliance, and said that the brokers wou'd 
treat the companies accordingly. 

Mr. Moore, while admitting that a reduction of lines in many parts of 
the city was oftentimes healthful for the companies, and that it was prefer- 
able in some instances to lose lines, said it was nevertheless true that the 
mutuals frequently took valuable risks from the stock companies. 
The luss of these risks was felt by the broker as well as by the company. 
One of the strong inducements pleaded by the mutuals to secure the 
patronage of the public, was the great expense of the stock companies, 
and it was therefore the common interest of the brokers and the compa- 
nies that a net brokerage figure should be decided on and adhered to. 

The Metropolitan Board of Fire Insurance Brokers, which is now the 
only brokerage organization in New York, was formed December 7, 1886. 
The members are all interested financially in the Alliance Insurance 
Association, and the trustees are directors of the company. The follow- 
ing is a list of officers and trustees of the board : 

President, Frederick H. Parson; vice-president, H. Mosenthal ; 
secretary, Eliot McCormick ; treasurer, John H. Rieger. 

Trustees, F. H. Parson, H. Mosenthal, Eliot McCormick, John H. 
Rieger, Albert Wilcox, James Yereance, A. Josephie, J. W. Barbour, E, 
H. Betts, J. G. Alden, Wm. C. Pate, W. E. Whitney, S. L. Bear, Cor 
nelius Du Bois, Geo. H. Smith, Wallace F, Peck, R. H. Gordon, John T. 
Baker, R. P. Lethbridge, R. Bleecker Rathbone, Geo. H. Leonard. 

The annual meeting of the board is held the third Wednesday in Janu- 
ary, and regular monthly meetings are held the third Wednesday in each 
month, The new rooms of the board will be open every day, with a clerk 
in attendance, and the exchange hour will be from one to two o'clock. 





Alcoholism in France. 


Tue Paris Argus refers in a recent article to the repori of the Parliamen- 
tary Commission of the Senate on the alcohol question, and remarks on 
the considerable increase which has taken place in the consumption of 
alcoholic liquor, as influencing life assurance by lowering the average 
mortality and producing and propagating hereditary diseases. It maintains 
that not only has intemperance extended amongst the laboring classes, 
but also in all classes of society from whose ranks life insurance obtains 
its clients. 

While the annual average production during the decade 1840-50 was 
only 891,500 hectolitres, it rose to 1,864,814 hectolitres in 1885, therefore 
it has more than doubled. The number of places for the sale of drink 
has increased from 283,000 in 1835, to 429,000 in 1885 (of which 30,000 
are in Paris), or about one for every ninety-four inhabitants in the prov- 
inces, and in some departments such shops are so numerous that there 
is one for every twenty-two inhabitants ; for instance, in Seine Jafererye, 
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From these figures it is evident that the consumption of alcoholic liquors 
has made great strides. particularly wnen it is taken into consideration 


that the total population in France has increased only by 800,000 during 


the ten years ending 1885. The consumption in 1885 was 3.85 per head, 
or more than twelve hectolitres for each male adult ; in seven departments 
the latter average reaches even 40-50 litres of alcohol. The evil is aggra- 
vated by the change and deterioration which has taken place in alcoholic 
drinks, because, while in 1840-50, in the annual production of 891,500 
hectolitres, alcohol of wine was included with 815,000 hectolitres, this 
latter figure, in consequence of the ravages of the phylloxera, has fallen 
to 23,240 in a total production of 1,864,814 hectolitres in 1885, the 
alcoho! of wine, therefore, being less than two per cent of the annual 
production, thus proving that either a change has taken place in the former 
customary drink of the country, or substitutes have been resorted to, 
The latter has undoubtedly been the case, and it is an aggravation that 
the substitutes are inferior and much adulterated, spirits being now man- 
utactured from grain, potatoes, beetroot, etc., which are more intoxicat- 
ing, and extremely injurious, and which are used for artificial wines, 
absinthe and similar drinks in themselves poisonous. 

The consequences of alcoholism are terrible, because they not only 
affect the individual given to it, but also the descendants, and in the 
latter they are difficult to detect. It is well known that general paralysis 
and other di-eases are often the consequence of chronic alcoholism ; but 
as regards descendants of intemperate persons it appears that these, be- 
sides other illnesses, are particularly liable to epilepsy. Life assurance 
companies try to guard themselves against the danger of admitting intem- 
perate persons, but even if a proposer asserts that he is free from any 
intemperate habit or inclination, it is impossible to ascertain if his parents 
were also free from this evil, and very often such proposer is himself 
unconscious of any intemperance, thinking that the quantity of wine or 
spirit he takes is no more than is good for him. It is, therefore, very 
difficult to discover alcoho'ism, which is a great danger to life insurance 
companies, and which requires their special attention, because in cases 
where claims have been opposed on grounds of intemperance, it has 
mostly been impossible to prove this before the courts of law. 

The remedy recommended against alcoholism is, that the production 
be under the control and superintendence of the State, that the sale be 
restricted, and all adulteration made impossible. On the solution of this 
question, Argus says, depends the increase or decrease of mortality and 
of certain constitutional diseases, In these contemplations of one of the 
French leading insurance papers, there is unfortunately a great deal 
wh'ch is also applicable to this country, and one is inclined to say, 
** Tous comme chez nous."—( The Review, London.) 





MERE MENTION. 


—New Hampshire has passed an anti-car stove bill. 

—The American Life of Philadelphia has entered New Jersey. 

—The Liberty of New York will have a Pacific Coast department. 

—President Platt of the Insurance Company of North America has 
gone to Europe. 

—The death of Wm. B. Johnson of the Southern Mutual Fire of Geor- 
gia, is announced. 

—The Farmers Mutual Protective Association of Dakota is reported as 
financially embarrassed. 

—The Odd Fellows Health and 
formed at Springfield, Mass, 


Accident Association has been 


—h is rumored that the Insurance Company of North America will 
establish a European agency. 

—Wnm. Young’s death is announced. He was for many years a prom- 
inent local agent of Cincinnati. 

—Louis N. Geldert, business manager of the Standard, has been in 
New York for the past two weeks. 

—English insurance companies are refusing to insure the lives of 
newspaper reporters on duty in Ireland. 

—The Mercantile of Boston, on account of large fires and losses at St. 
Louis, Mo., has withdrawn its agency from that city. 

—William D. Bean has been appointed manager for Oregon of the 
Union Mutual Life, succeeding C. L. Bennett, resigned. 

—Hugh C. Dennis has been appointed manager for the Equitable Life 
for the Province of Ontario, with headquarters at Toronto. 

—Z. P. Clark has been elected secretary of the Anglo-Nevada. He 
was formerly with the Commercial Union’s San Francisco office. 


—Joseph Orr, a well-known merchant of Wilkesbarre, Pa., was recently 
arrested on a charge of firing his place of business. He had previously 
brought suit against several companies for the insurance. In one of 
these suits, for $2500, a New York jury has found for Mr. Orr, who was 
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cleared of all the charges made against him, his business reputation being 
entirely vindicated. 

—The new building of the Rochester German Insurance Company at 
Rochester, N. Y., will cost $200,000. It will be ten stories in height. 

—Henry B. Hyde, president of the Equitable Life Assurance Society 
bas returned from an extended European trip, looking bronzed and 
hearty. 

—Deshler Beeson, agent at St. Louis for the Fidelity Mutual Life of 
Philadelphia, died October 31, from an overdose of morphine taken for 
neuralgia. 

—C iptain H. L. Aldrich of The Western Insurance Review, and J.G. 
Edwards of The Coast Review, were among the recent visitors to 
Chicago. 

—On Thursday last the stand-pipes of the water-works at Seneca Falls, 
N. Y., and Franklin, Mass., burst. Much damage was done by the 
escaping water. 

—A movement is on foot to remove the Union Stock Yards from Chi. 
cago, or rather Lake, as they are really situated without the Chicago city 
limits, to Lyons, Il. . 

—During a heavy gale last week, the steam propeller Vernon foundered 
in Lake Michigan, near Two Rivers, Wis., and between thirty and forty 
persons were drowned. , 

—Four persons were killed and one wounded on October 31 by an ex. 
plosion of dynamite at the American Forcite Powder Company's works 
at Lake Hopatcong, N. J. 

—A new and handsome framed advertisement of the Alliance Insur-. 
ance Company of New York is a novelty in its line, for which the com- 
pany will accept our thanks, 

—The fire losses of last week are estimated by The Standard at 
$1,282,000, making the losses since January 1, $89,539,000, at which rate 
the fire waste for the year will be $108,577,188. 

—The Attorney-General of Indiana has entered suit against the Elkhart 
Mutual Aid and Insurance Company for forfeiture of charter on the 
grounds that it is doing business contrary to law. 

—Life Insurance Agent—The advantage of our company is that you do 
not forfeit your policy either by being hanged or committing suicide! 
Will you oblige me by taking a prospectus ?— Fudge. 

—On account of scarcity of cars, very little grain has been shipped of 
late from the Western country. Companies have an opportunity to 
secure plenty of insurance on grain stored in the West. 

—A year ago the first of last October, there were 9,000,000 bushels of 
grain to be insured at Duluth. This year there are not 1,000,000 there. 
There is quite a difference in premium receipts from that point. 

—Water-works will be built at Westfield, N. Y.; Hayward, Wis.; Ply- 
mouth, Ind.; Melton, Ont.; Greenville, Mich.; Clayton, N. Y.; West 
Burlington, Ia.; Kendallville, Ind.; Coshockton, O., and Valley Falls, 
Kan. 

—The New England Insurance Exchange has advanced rates at Booth- 
bay, Me., fifty per cent, owing to the lack of a water supply system. The 
rates at Augusta, Me., have been reduced because of the completion of 
the new water-works. 

—Superintendent Abbot of the Boston Protective Department reports 
for September fifty-one alarms of fire. The department was on duty at 
fires fifty-nine hours and spread 176 covers, The total property loss was 
$55,500; insurance loss, $32,102. 

—At Albany, N. Y., on October 30, fire destroyed Larabee’s steam 
cracker bakery, a dwelling, a storehouse and a barn and damaged nine 
other buildings. The losses are estimated at $200,000, A number of 
firemen were injured by falling walls. 

—Although the Massachusetts law forbidding the use of common stoves 
in railroad cars went into effect on June 6, The Standard says that the 
trains on every road excepting the Boston and Providence, running out 
of Boston, are still heated in the old manner in defiance of the law. 

—Saturday, November 12, has been selected for the presentation of the 
new flags to the fire department of New York, and the Bennett and 
Stephenson medals respectively to Michael Brady of Engine Company 
No. 34; for gallant conduct, and to Daniel Lawlor, foreman of Engine 
Company No. 13, for having the best disciplined and equipped company 
in the New York Department during the year 1886. The occasion of the 
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yearly presentation of these medals is always interesting, and this year it 
jsexpected that the gathering will be particularly large, and the exercises 
especially well worth seeing. 


~It is officially announced that, at a meeting of the board of directors 
of the American Exchange of New York, held on Tuesday, it was voted 
to retire from business. The outstanding risks have been reinsured in 
the German-American. 


—The Central California freight depot at Los Angeles, a building over 
600 feet long, was burned on October 28 with its contents, About twenty 
loaded freight cars were destroyed and four Pullman, besides other pas- 
senger cars, partly burned. The loss is estimated at $250,000; no insur- 
ance. 

—A tremendous explosion of gasoline in a St. Louis cellar, early on the 
morning of November 1, wrecked the building, together with several of 
the adjoining structures, The + xplosion was followed bya destruciive 
fre, Twelve persons were caught in the flames; eight were killed 
and four injured. 


—The Southern Fire of Dallas, Tex., has issued a circular stating that, 
as the Auditor is forcing all their class of companies (mutval) out of the 
State, the company has concluded to go out of business, and all insur- 
ance in same is “‘ off.” This company is an offspring of the Peoples 


_ Mutual of Salina, Kan. 


—The insurance agents at Reading, Pa., have combined to resist the 
collection of the $50 license fee imposed by a recent city ordinance. 
They claim that they are licensed under State laws to do business, and 
the city cannot prevent them, even though they pay no local license. A 
test case will be taken to court. 


—The semi-annual report of the National Life Association of Hartford, 
Conn., shows that in July last the association had assets, including 
$29,794 in first mortgages on real estate, of $92.724. The total liabilities 
were $30,865, and surplus consequently $61, 859. The total amount of 
insurance in foice July I was $1,251,950. 


—In Germany the average duration of the life of gardeners, marines and 
fishermen is 58 years ; butchers, 54 years ; carpenters and bricklayers, 49 
years ; shoemakers and tailors, 44 years ; compositors and lithographers, 
41 years, and laborers, 32 years. Of the professions the average lifetime 
of clergymen is 67 years; teachers, 57 years; lawyers, 54 years, and 
physicians, 49 years. 


—Few works of the kind have met with such favor as Grimshaw’s 
Steam Engine Catechism, a fifth edition of which hand-book has just 
been published by John Wiley & Sons of No. 15 Astor place, New York. 
The work is simple, correct and well indexed, and well adapted for the 
use of both theoretical and practical men having anything to do with the 
steam engine, although mainly intended for young engineers, The price 
is $1, post-paid. 


—The friends of West Pollock, secretary of the Niagara Fire Insurance 
Company, will be pléased to learn—if they have not already been officially 
informed—that Mr. Pollock has decided to leave a life of single blessed- 
ness, and will on November 9 enter the bonds of wedlock with a charm- 
ing and beautiful Brooklyn lady, a belle in society. Mr. Pollock has se- 
cured a choice premium, for which there was much competition, and he 
is open to congratulation. 

—A Boston jury, in the case of Lawrence Kyle against the Commercial 
Insurance Company, has brought in a verdict for the plaintiff for 
$2,488.86, the amount of a policy on Kyle’s building at Natick. After the 
company had insured the building, it was turned into a hotel, with a bar, 
and when it was burned payment was refused on the ground that this use 
of the house, with such alterations as had been made, increased the 
hazard and nullified the policy. 

—Of the co-operative society the United Friends of the Pacific, which 
recently gave up the ghost, The Coast Review says. ‘‘A little overa 
year ago the United Friends of the Pacific had 6000 members. The order 
was free from debt. The officers presented the financial statement ‘ with 
pride.’ To-day the order no longer exists, and it leaves $115,000 of un- 
paid claims. This sudden fall from one snes to bankruptcy and dissolu- 
tion occurred within fifteen months.” 


—The constant success of The Illustrated London News (American 
edition) is not by any means a surprise, when even the contents of a 
Single week is considered. In the issue of October 29, besides an excel- 
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lent colored portrait of Prince Bismarck, there are pictures of the Nizam 
of Hyderabad, two pages devoted to illustrations of the State of Ireland, 
another page of Our Troops in Burmah, one of Border Sketches in 
Kelso, one of Bristol Cathedral, one of the Death of Czsar and a most 
attractive picture of a little girl and a dog, en‘itled Speak. 


—The sixth annual meeting of the Insurance Journalists Association 
was held in Philadelphia on Thursday of last week. The attendance was 
very large and the proceedings full of interest. The topic discussed was 
‘* What are the present needs and requirements of insurance journalism ?” 
All the journalists present participated in the discussion which covered 
an exceedingly wide range, bringing out many new thoughts and ideas. 
The fact that the association had maintained an active existence for six 
years, in spite of the prophecies that it could not live as many months, 
was regarded as sufficient evidence of the good work done byit and 
of promise for fuller development in the future. 


—A special committee of the Citizens Association appointed to inves 
tigate the theatres and public halls of Chicago, has made a unanimous 
report recommending that the city authorities shall assume the responsi- 
bility of constant supreintendence of all such places, and that there shall 
be a daily inspection and supervision made, under authority of city ordi- 
nances, by officers under control of the fire marshal. This the committce 
thinks is the only means of promoting and enforcing such discipline as 
will render the public halls comparatively safe in case of fire or panic. 
“The firemen on duty in public halls and theatres should have police 
authority, should control all fire apparatus and exits, and enforce the 
common use of such exits as are provided for emergencies, and co-oper- 
ate with the management in the education of audiences to use them and 
become famillar with them.” 


—Another of the foreign fire insurance companies has changed its 
manager. This time it is the London Assurance Corporation, whose late 
manager, James May Duane, goes to the Pniladelphia branch of the 
banking house of Brown Brothers & Co. of this city, and is succeeded 
by George H. Marks. Mr. Marks is an able gentleman and thoroughly 
understands the workings and plans of the London Assurance, and 
we understand his appointment is a very satisfactory one to the entire 
staff. Mr. Marks received his underwriting training in the London 
office of the Northern of London, and has been connected with the 
London Assurance for the past eight years. Two years ago he came 
to the office of the corporation on this side of the water, and during 
that time he has acted practically as sub-manager under Mr. Duane. 
Mr. Clunes, the home manager, has made the appointment after care- 
ful consideration, and we have no doubt that his selection will prove 
highly beneficial to the corporation. 





AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


—John C. Paige, agent at Boston for the Home of New York. 

—C. L. Hazard, agent for the Sun Fire Office, at Providence, R. I. 

—J. L. Hall, agent for the Firemens of Newark, at Fall River, Mass. 

—E. D. Tyler, agent for the Jersey City Fire, at North Adams, Mass, 

—F. B. Marshman, agent for the Merchants of Newark, at Lynn, Mass, 

—Edwin Eldred & Co., agents for the Firemans Fund, at Worcester, Mass, 

—J. W. Fitzpatrick, general agent of the Mutual Life for the State ot Maine, 

—Wn. A. Simpson & Son, agents for the City of London Fire, at Philadelphia, 

—Wm. C. Magill & Co., agents for the Rockford Insurance Company, at 
Chicago. 

—S. Theodore Joseph, general agent in New York city for the Massachusetts 
Mutual Life. 

—Geo. C. MacLaughlin, general agent in New York city for the Massachusetts 
Mutual Life. 

Sawyer & Blake, agents for the New York Bowery and the Lumbermens of 
Philadelphia, at Boston. 


—Archibald C. Haynes, general agent for the Equitable Life Assurance Society 
for the Metropolitan district. 

—Thos. Underwood, Son & Grandson, agents at La Fayette, Ind., of the Fire- 
mans Fund of San Francisco. 

—Clinton T. Baird, general agent of the Liberty of New York, for Kentucky 
and Tennessee, with headquarters at Louisville, 
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NAME OF COMPANY. 83 Pata up. Stock NAME OF COMPANY. 8G Pall wo. pateck ee 
sd ies pete | tite gd — es 
-*| Date. |Per Ct. late. | (Per | Date. i tg 
1887. Cent). 1887 er Ct, e 
‘ ~ | 
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ceaeee | tenae *Aug’ "" é Mayzs, "ay 193% | American, Newark....--....-.----- 5 Boo,o00 250.34 |*Sept..’87 | 5 | 170 
" “din ; , American, Philadelphia...........- 100 §o0,000 | 210.57 |*Oct.,"37 | 5 | 16) 
fn egg ty Louis....-...- 25 600,000 | 137.99 |* july, "87 4 110 
* ' , nglo-Nevada, San Franczisco....... 100 2,00c,000 | 101.68 ltApr.. 87 1} 113% 
Ses poe -. hee r :. s 116 Armeaia, Pattsburgh ecoovecconccce Too 250,000} 109.34 |*Jan., 87 rm ty 
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0 me | 2 rs + july, ’87 °% Sep. 28,'87} 100 Commercial, San Fraccisco........- 100 200,000} 131.20 | "87 | 3 12814 
“— proses 7 3 *Jan.’87 34 June 7,’86| 101% Concordia, Milwaukee....----.-.-- 100 200,000 | 131.42 julye" ~ 4 125 
3° ped 96 *July,’87 : Oct. 13,87| 120 Connecticut, Hartford.............- 100 000,000 | 142.49 |* july,’ 4 10 
5° petal Mie PS ory ;. 8 Detroit F. and M., Detroit. 35 300,000] 235 18 |*July, * Hi 5 184% 
17 a —- Ju Vs '87 3 stilted 100} NO SE ee: 100 200,000 146.55 - Oct. »/87 5 12, 
a 8 Equitable F. and M., Providence....| 50 300,000 | 135.89 |* July; "87 4 106 
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Hasttord, Hartford......<0.<eccccee 100 250,000 | 243.°0 |*July,’ 10 300 
* a - " 1259,' 3 
20 150,000 | 222.71 “suze, =| ™ 0 rs . 207% | Ins. Co.of North America, Phila-...| 10 | 3,000,000] 134.34 |*July, ° | aM | 38s 
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. , Mechanics, Philadelphia... ........-. 25 250,000 | 148.84 uly, 87 4 176 
. } x ’ 
Mechanics 50 250,000| 110.24 “lan. 135 5 rm "3. ~ St Mechanics and Traders, N. Orleans.| 1co 375,000 | 129.52 ofuly’ ‘Srl g 112 
Mercantile 5° 200,000 | 110.65 taly : 8, 3 IM y oe Mercantile Cleveiand_........--.- 100 200,000} 156.47 |*Juy,’87 | 5 115 
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Park ....-....-- -| Too 200,000 | 120.58 lelui ¥.87| 3% Oct 26," "87 5 Packers and Provisign Dealers, Chic.| ... 250,000} 170.01 | -...,..-- - fide 
Peoples....---.-- --| 50 200,000 | 132.31 ig tuly "7 5 M; 07] 200 Pennsylvania, Phila-..............- 100 400,000 | 406.86 |*Sept.’87| 5 | 307 
Peter Cooper.... *-| 20 150,000 | 243.84 it July, , 87/ 6 oO = 11,'87| 180 Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh.......... 50 200,000} 1c0.52 |* Jan., '87 2 112 
Phemx -.-...----- -| 5° TyOOBO0O | 185-71 eauly = 5 ct. 19,'87) 97 Peoples, Manchester...... -| 100 250,000} 107.74 '*Feb.,’87| 3 10; 
Rochester German. -| 50 200,000 | 186.31 Siu y,’ 7 3 we=+ a= | 130 Peoples, Pittsburgh 50 900,000 | 118.4: |* July, 87 : a 
Rutgers -............--- 25 200,000 | 183.62 | July, ’87 5 Oct. 19,’87] 136% Pheenix, Hartfo: .| 100 2,000,000 | 451.12 + Oct.,’87 3% | 200 
le . M 8’8 Prescott, (lt gaara acai 100 200,000} 126.21 *()ct., '87 3 | 100 
200,000 |, 172.63 |*July,’87| 3% |May18, 87) 105 Providence-Washington, Providence} 50 400,000 | 128.42 |*July, 87 4 110 
350,000 | 103 OF | Aug.. 36 2% |Aug 17, 187 75 Reading, Reading............-.... 10 250,000 | 147.94 *July, 87 4 145 
200,000 | 153.84 sjuly. 87 3 |Aug: 3,'87| 122% Reliance, Philadelphia. 50 300,000 | 198.89 | *June,’87 4 169 
100,000 | 128.74 |*Jan.. ’87 3 ren 105 Security, New Haven..........-..- 50 200,000] 150.36 * July,’87 5 120 
290,000 | 204.12 *july, 87 5 ‘Aug. 19,87 150 Sp eld f. and M.. Springfield ..| 100 1,000,000} 167.98 *July, ’87 5 185 
300,000 | 203.50 |*July,’87| 5 ept. 1,87) 150 Spring Garden Philadelphia Bieesud 50 400,000 | 202.78 |*July,'87 | 8 276 
250,000 | 325.29 |*july,’87| 10 Sep. 13,'87| 275 St. Paul F. and M., St. Paul....-- --| 100 500,000} 169.73 *June,’87 5 140 
Sun, San WRI ocinscocsensocs 100 300,000} 112.71 tOct., "87 2% | 100 
Sun Mutual, New Orleans..... ..... 100 498,972 | 150.85 |t Oct.,’87 3 120 
Tounia, Kew O CHEESE. cccccccccce Ico 250,000] 137.55 Me dd Sy 125 
Traders, Chicas. .cecccccecccocces 100 500,000 | 200, Oct.,’87| 2 170 
English Companies Doing Business in New York. Union, n, Bhiladelphia « dekoppaetion 5 375,000 | 108.24 |*July,’87 | 2 | 100 
Union, San Francisco-.... -| 100 750,000| 116.11 tJuly, '87 2 121 
A 1 United Firemens, Philadeiph 10 300,000 | 124.11 |*June,’87 3 160 
Par Paid Washington F. and M., Boston.....| too 1,000,000 | 112.78 *Apr.,’87 3 98 
NAME OF COMPANY, Value of Up Per ¢ Latast Price. Western, Pittsburgh........-.- ne 300,000} 120.94 *July,’87| 4 137 
aee.. | Save. 
Canadian Companies Doing Business in New York. 
a 
a z 2 £ 5 4. 
ity of London..... 10 I oo 9 = Last Be 
Commercial Union. 50 5 at = as 3. F to | Dsvipenp 337 
-- -- ot | 
130 50 74 an a s 8 | Capital Value of| Pai. 238 
100 2 160 NAME OF COMPANY. Po i Stock | ee 
: 6 - : ge | Paid 4. | Per§100,| tae 
pom Fe 10 2 ' 5 -: .~ oa te | Date. |Per Ct. eae 
Liverpool and London and Globe.... 2 2 32 12 6 1680, - 
ion Assurance.................. 25 "ai 53 ae i _ hee 
25 2 8 I 3 | 
65 16% 38 18 9 British America, Toronto ..... — e $500,000} ...-.. *July,’87 | 3 118%, 
100 5 34 15 -- Western, ioronto............... cout ae 500,000] -..-.. |*July,’87 6 152 
100 12 on wi 
es ole 2 wi a 
10 1 . 7 6 *Semi-annual, { Quarterly. ~ One 44 cent each month, « Devoted exclusively t0 
20 3 36 15 on insuring plate glass against brea y he Manufacturers and Builders nays two per cent 
20 I 2 18 ae: quarterly. d@ Marine only in New York ‘Dito. e Irregular. / Prices below include in some 
oe os 445 oe wi instances the price asked. and not necessarily an actyal sale. g Capital since increased t0 
20 8 13 5 pit $500,000, 




















> 


—- 


eo = 2. 


c.f 3 


oo 2 


oo ey 


> Pp Oo tk fF & a KG 





